[Diagnostics of inflammation activity in infectious endocarditis].
This work was designed to analyse dynamics of inflammation markers (C-reactive protein, TNF-alpha) and procalcitonin in 66 patients with infectious endocarditis (IE) followed up during 6 months. Comparison of clinical observations and laboratory data revealed specific trends in these parameters in patients with different clinical course of IE and at its different stages. Some of the changes are shown to be responsible for the unfavourable prognosis of IE. TNF-alpha levels are considered to be a sensitive and informative index of the patients" clinical conditions throughout the entire period of IE evolvement.